
 

 

 
      
 
 

 
 
 

 
Because all references will be linked electronically to the papers they cite, proper formatting of the 
references is crucial. Completeness of references is the responsibility of the authors. Please pay 
particular attention to spelling, capitalization and punctuation.  
 
References to:  

• unpublished or submitted work  
• unpublished conference presentations  
• personal communications  
• patent applications and patents pending 
• computer software, databases  
• websites  

should be referred to as such only in the body of the text. These should be kept to the minimum.  
 
The examples are as follows:  

• (J. Smith, unpublished data)  
• (J. Smith and P. Brown, submitted for publication)  
• (J. Smith, personal communication)  
• (J. Smith and P. Brown, presented at the 4th Symposium on Food Microbiology, Overton, 

IL, 13 - 15 June 1989)  
• (J. C. Odell, April 1970, Process for batch culturing, U.S. patent 484,363,770)  
• (J. Smith, 20 June 1999, Australian Patent Office)  
• … from the GenBank database (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Genbank/index.html)  
• ... using ABC software (version 2.2; Department of Microbiology, State University, 

http://www.stu.micro)  
 
References to:  

• published manuscripts  
• accepted ('in press') manuscripts  
• books  
• book chapters 
• theses 
• published conference materials  

should be included in the reference list. References to published meeting abstracts or conference 
proceedings should be kept to the minimum.  
 
For all references, list the first six authors; add "et al." if there are additional authors. Please do not 
list more than six authors. Standard abbreviations of journal names according to Thomson 
Scientific should be used.  
 
References should be listed and numbered in the order that they appear in the text.  
In the text, citations should be indicated by the reference number in brackets. Multiple citations 
within a single set of brackets should be separated by commas. Where there are more than three 
sequential citations, they should be given as a range. Example: "...has been shown previously  
[1,4-6,22]." References in figure captions and tables should be listed as last.  
 
Before submitting your article, please make sure you have carefully checked the manuscript for 
any relevant references you may have missed. 
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Please use the following style for the reference list:  
 

Published Papers  
Necessary components are:  

• Author(s) – Surname(s) and Initial(s)  
• Title  
• Abbreviated journal name  
• Year of publication  
• Volume  
• First page-Last page  
• (*language of publication – if applicable)  

 
Examples:  
 Kulig P., Zabel B.A., Dubin G., Allen S.J., Ohyama T., Potempa J., et al., Staphylococcus 

aureus-derived staphopain B, a potent cysteine protease activator of plasma chemerin,  
J. Immunol., 2007, 178, 3713-3720  

 
Kulig P., Zabel B.A., Dubin G., Allen S.J., Ohyama T., Potempa J., et al., Stafopaina B 
Staphylococcus aureus, aktywator chemeryny osoczowej, J. Immunol., 2007, 178,  
3713-3720, (in Polish)  

 

Accepted Papers (‘In press’)  
Necessary components are:  

• Author(s) – Surname(s) and Initial(s)  
• Title  
• Abbreviated journal name  
• (in press)  
• (*language of publication – if applicable)  
• DOI  

 
Examples:  

Kulig P., Zabel B.A., Dubin G., Allen S.J., Ohyama T., Potempa J., et al., Staphylococcus 
aureus-derived staphopain B, a potent cysteine protease activator of plasma chemerin, J. 
Immunol., (in press), DOI: 12.3412/01  

 
 Kulig P., Zabel B.A., Dubin G., Allen S.J., Ohyama T., Potempa J., et al., Stafopaina B 

Staphylococcus aureus, aktywator chemeryny osoczowej, J. Immunol., (in press, in Polish), 
DOI: 12.3412/01  

 

Electronic Journal Articles  
Examples:  
 Dionne M.S., Schneider D.S., Screening the immune system, Genome Biol., 2002, 

http://genomebiology.com/2002/3/4/reviews/1010  

Newspaper articles  
Examples:  
 Sherwin A., The post-genomic era, The Times, 13 July 2007, 1-2  
 
 M. Dzierżanowski, Horyzonty, Wprost, 8 July 2007, 18 (in Polish)  



 

  

Books  
Necessary components are:  

• Author(s) – Surname(s) and Initial(s)  
• Title  
• Edition (if other than first)  
• Publisher  
• Place of publication  
• Year of publication  
• (*language of publication – if applicable)  

 
Examples:  

Sambrook J., Russell D.W., Molecular cloning - a laboratory manual, 3rd ed., Cold Spring 
Harbor Laboratory Press, Cold Spring Harbor, 2001  

 

Book chapters  
Necessary components are:  

• Author(s) – Surname(s) and Initial(s)  
• Title of chapter  
• In:  
• Author(s) – Surname(s) and Initial(s)  
• (Ed.) or (Eds.)  
• Title of book  
• Edition (if other than first)  
• Publisher  
• Place of publication  
• Year of publication  
• (*language of publication – if applicable)  

 
Examples:  
 Sambrook J., Cloning and sequencing, In: Sambrook J., Russell D.W. (Eds.), Molecular 

cloning - a laboratory manual, 3rd ed., Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press, Cold Spring 
Harbor, 2001  

 

Theses  
Examples:  
 Agutter A.J., Analysis of sigma factors in S. aureus, PhD thesis, Edinburgh University, 

Edinburgh, UK, 1995  
 

Nowak A., Analiza czynnikow sigma S. aureus, PhD thesis, Jagiellonian University, 
Krakow, Poland, 1995, (in Polish)  

 

Conference proceedings  
Examples:  
 Smith J., Brown P., Biochemistry in The Postgenomic Era, In: M. Scott (Ed.), Proceedings 

of Biochemical Society Conference (11-13 July 2007, Warszawa, Poland), Versita Warsaw, 
2007, 1335-1791  

 
 


